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reorganized. Until that change is brought about, population
pressure, on the territory of individual States and against
national boundaries, will remain a powerful motivating force In
world affairs. As long as its effects, including the policies it gives
rise to, are canalized in unilateral directions, the major problem
will remain unsolved.
A further complicating factor in the manifold problems
arising out of a rapidly increasing world population is to be
found in the uneven distribution of rates of reproduction,
excluding for the moment the effects of migrations. Natural
increase of population is the result of excess of births over
deaths, and on this basis the world's population is still increas-
ing, largely because of improvements in medical science and in
social conditions and the elimination of famine from large areas
where it was previously endemic. The outstanding fact here is
the difference between Europe, and the European derivatives,
and the rest of the world.
"The rapid population growth of Europe," wrote
Notestein,1 "is at an end. Demographically speaking, Europe
has reached maturity. . . . For two centuries Europe and
Europe overseas have had dynamic, growing populations
in a comparatively slowly changing world; European
populations are now approaching population stability in a
rapidly expanding world."
The period of marked increase in European population
began soon after 1700, but the time of most rapid expansion
wras the nineteenth century. At present, the excess of births over
deaths is still sufficient to show some increase in absolute
numbers, but population "projections" indicate a considerable
falling off in the near future. More important from the demo-
graphic point of view is the changing age structure of the
population in West European countries where, as a result of
a combination of decreasing reproduction and increased
expectation of life, there is temporarily a large proportion of
1 F. W. Notestein and others, The Future Population of Europe and the Soviet
Um&n, Geneva, 1944, p. 69. The reader is referred to the diagrams and maps
in this valuable work.
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